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letter dated September i7th, the Moslem made his first
thrust at the Mahatma's Achilles' heel.
Jinnah said:
I understand that you have made clear to me that you
represent nobody but yourself and I am trying to persuade
you... that this [division of India] is the road which will
lead us all to the achievement of freedom and independence
not only of the two major nations, Hindus and Moslems,
but of the rest of the peoples of India, but when you
proceed to say that you aspire to represent all the inhab-
itants of India, I regret I cannot accept that statement of
yours. It is quite clear that you represent nobody else but
the Hindus, and as long as you do not realize your true
position and the realities, it is very difficult for me to per-
suade you, and hope to convert you to the realities and the
actual living conditions prevailing in India today.
Let me sum up briefly what transpired at this ill-
omened meeting. Gandhi said he came as an individual
representing nobody but himself and willing to be
converted, and willing if converted to exert his influ-
ence on the Congress and the country. Gandhi thought
Jinnah would know and would not dispute that in
effect he was the Congress and in effect he was also
India. Jinnah wras no fool. He registered his prelimi-
nary objection when he questioned the propriety of
parleying with a man who had, according to his own
admission, no representative capacity. Jinnah was not
prepared to commit himself as the leader of the Mos-
lem League, so long as Gandhi disclaimed responsibility
to speak on behalf of the Congress.
What then was Jinnah's motive in meeting Gandhi
at all? The answer appears to be that even though
nothing would result from the meeting in the shape
of an agreement, because of the ocean that existed
between their rival and mutually exclusive ideologies,